
                 “People in Rotary have so many contacts,” Staley says. The hope was that 
                  Rotary would use its vast network to spread the world about the Habitat 
                  house. It worked. Fundraising for the house was key, she says. Rotary 
              and Habitat used all sorts of creative ways to raise money. One such way
          was having people pay for one square foot of the home, which came to $83.33. 
A grid of the house was created on paper, and squares were colored in as they were 
sold.sold. T-shirts were sold, as were tickets to a sip and shop event at Habitat’s ReStore.
Rotarians were completely supportive of the effort, Staley says.“They have been 
with us every step of the way,” she says. “We have all worked very closely together. 
They are all about community and helping our community. It’s been the perfect 
partnership.” James and her sons will move into their new home this summer. The 
mortgage will be paid by James to Habitat, with much of that money invested in new
Habitat houses. Habitat owners take great care of their homes, which tend to stand 
out as well cared for and neat.out as well cared for and neat. The level of pride the new owners have in their homes
 is extremely high.“We are building community,” Staley says. “We are building 
hope. Other families see that and want to be part of that. 
They are paying it forward themselves.”

Gridiron Photo Quiz: Can you guess what Jeff said just as this 
                                      candid photo was taken?
a. “Is my wife standing behind me? Is she pissed?”
b. “No! You may not have the next dance. I love her and we are running 
     away together.”
c. “Trina. Baby. It was just a dance. You know you’re my one and only.”
d.d. “Cheers!” BONK. (wine glass hits cell phone)
e. “Sure I’ll let go of this beautiful woman…..when hell freezes over.”
f.  “You give this picture to Kevin, & you’re a dead man….I mean woman.”
g. “Oh cool! Trina come here….JEFF SANDWICH!!!”
h. “Is that Ron standing behind me? Is he laughing?” 
i. “Trina. Hold my chardonnay. I’m going to dip her.”
j.  “Well, you can tell by the way I use my walk, I'm a woman's man: no 
      time to talk!       time to talk!  Ah, ha, ha, ha, stayin' alive, stayin' alive…..”
A special Gridiron thank you to Trina Coleman for this thought 
provoking photo.       (Editor‛s note: You only kid the ones you love) 
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                  Five Rotary Clubs work together!                                                               Fundraising for the house was key                                                                                                                                                      

Kameera James and her two young sons 
are getting ready to move into a new 
house. But it’s not just any home. It’s a 
Habitat for Humanity house that is being 
built and funded by five Peninsula Rotary 
clubs. It’s a house that is being built on a 
foundation of love and communitfoundation of love and community.
“You can’t imagine how excited she is,” 
says Virginia Staley, director of events 
and development for Habitat for 
Humanity Peninsula and Greater 
Williamsburg. “Her smile goes from ear to ear.”
James, a pipefitter at Newport News Shipbuilding, is a first-time homeowner. She and
her two boys, Paul and Premieher two boys, Paul and Premier, will be moving into a two-story 1,200-square foot 
house in the East End on property donated by Newport News Redevelopment and 
Housing Authority. Every year, Habitat receives about 140 applications but is only 
able to build between 10 and 12 homes. Each Habitat house costs about $100,000 to 
build. Habitat depends on community partners to help defray the cost. James’ house is
the result of five Rotary Clubs coming together and deciding to focus on making the 
home a reality for James and her sons. “As Rotarians, our motto is ‘Service Above 
Self.Self.’ We always keep our eyes and ears open for ways to strengthen the 
communities in which we live and work,” says Davetta Rinehart, president of the 
Warwick at City Center Rotary Club. “We are so excited for this young family, with 
whom we have worked side-by-side to help build a secure future.” Rotarians not only 
fundraised for the house, but they also helped build it. They were also joined by 
James, who has assisted as well with the building process. Each Habitat recipient is 
required to contribute 300 to 400 hours of sweat equity to the project, Staley says. 
That waThat way, they are invested in the effort and also learn the ins and outs of their homes.
A Habitat house takes about four to six months to construct. Over the years, there 
have been 85 Habitat homes built in Newport News, with two, including James’s, 
under construction. Habitat also builds homes in Williamsburg, Hampton, York, 
James City, Charles City and New Kent counties. Rotary was the perfect partner 
because its members tend to be community-minded and well-connected, 
Staley says. (Story continued on the next page)

“Kevin, let me give you my editorial. We MUST......elect a net of 10 
new members this year,  next year, and continually years after that.  
Or...we will settle down into a weekly dinner club for old men and 
women, becoming some kind of virtually closed fraternal society.”
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